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Editorial 

As we put this edition of The Bridge together, the weather seems to be 
heading towards something akin to normal temperatures for the time of 
year. You may well be planning (or have had, depending on when you 
read this) some May Day celebrations. Chris Payne has written an article 
on the history of May Day and some of the current celebrations that can 
be found in the UK. Chrisô article is on page 5. On a very different note, 
Chris also gives us some insight into the history of Margaret of Scotland 
(page 20) who has a window dedicated to her in Busbridge Church. 

On the page opposite, you will see details of some of the many local 
events that are being staged over May and June. Godalming Museum, in 
particular, is hosting a wide variety of events including the fascinating 
talk shown opposite ñHow to Capture a Castleò, a local artist (Marcus 
Chapman) who paints local scenes from the river Wey amongst other 
subjects (page 22) and an exhibition of textile art (page 6). If you 
manage to get down to the Chapman exhibition, you could combine it 
with a trip to the Arthouse Meath art shop and studio in the High Street 
(page 16). Arthouse Meath provides a valuable source of income for the 
Meath home epilepsy charity in Godalming. 

Residents of Busbridge are fortunate to live in a reasonably wealthy area 
with good infrastructure. Other parts of the world are less fortunate - Pat 
& Dudley Hilton have written about a volunteer trip with Mission Direct to 
Zimbabwe he joined last Autumn (page 14) to assist in the construction 
of a school building. They mention the crumbling infrastructure in Harare 
ñ..more pothole than tarmacéò; at least residents of Busbridge who use 
the Brighton Road will have some sympathy with the issue. 

If you are looking for an event likely to appeal to younger members of the 
family, the Wey & Arun Canal trust at Loxwood have a ñPirates & 
Princessesò adventure trips scheduled for May 30th. Details are on page 
8 - and with a little strategic planning, this can be combined with a 
suitable stop at the Onslow Arms hostelry at Loxwood on the banks of 
the canal! 

Last, but not least, if you are looking for more intellectual challenge for a 
Friday evening than Eastenders is able to offer, walk down to Busbridge 
Church on 10th May and listen to the poetry of George Herbert. Further 
details on Page 10. 

The next edition should hopefully see Busbridge basking in the warmth 
of July & August! 

Editor 
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Help Me!    Help Me!    Help Me! 

That, of course, is what the internationally-
used emergency call ñMayday!ò means. It 
is Anglicised from the French ñvenez 
môaiderò, come to help me. The Mayday 
signal is used by sailors and aviators, and 
in some countries, firefighters and police, 
to signal a life-threatening situation. It is 
always given three times in a row to make 
sure it is understood in noisy and/or 
distressing conditions, and to distinguish 
the actual signal from a message about a 
Mayday call. 

But what about May Day celebrations? 
May Day, May 1st, is a pre-Christian 

Northern Hemisphere spring festival and public holiday, dating back at 
least to the Roman festival of Flora, the goddess of flowers. The Celts 
had four seasons, Samhain (November, December and January), Imbolc 
(February, March and April), Beltane (May, June and July), and 
Lughnasadh (August, September and October). So May Day was 
actually the first day of summer for the Celts, associated with somewhat 
raucous fertility revels!  

As Christianity became established in Europe such pagan festivals were 
either abandoned, Christianised or secularised. For Roman Catholics, 
May is observed as the Virgin Maryôs month and statues of her are 
sometimes crowned with flowers. A secular version of this is crowning 
the May Queen, along with Morris dancing and maypole-dancing which 
derive from pagan rituals. The celebration of May Day was banned by 
parliament during the Puritan period, but reinstated in 1660 with the 
restoration of the Monarchy. 1st May 1707 was the day the Act of Union 
came into effect, whereby England and Scotland were joined to form the 
Kingdom of Great Britain.  

May 1st in the Roman Catholic calendar is also the Feast of St Joseph, 
the patron saint of workers. Sowing has been completed by this date so it 
was a convenient date to give farm labourers a day off. It became 
International Workers' Day, a celebration of the labour movement 
worldwide. May Day bank holiday is the first Monday in May and 
recognised in more than 80 countries.  
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Today the pagan festival is seeing a revival, partly because of neopagans 
returning to pre-Christian practices, but it is also a good excuse for village 
and town communities of whatever religious or non-religious beliefs to get 
together for a fete, raise money for charity ï and attract tourist revenue!  

There are some specific May Day celebrations in Britain. In Oxford, 
madrigals are sung at the top of Magdalen College tower at 6 a.m. In 
Durham, a post-millennium tradition is developing for university students 
to get together on Prependôs Bridge to watch the sunrise and then go on 
to enjoy folk music and dancing and a BBQ breakfast. Some hardy St 
Andrews university students run into the North Sea at sunrise on May 1st! 
Edinburgh holds a Beltane Fire Festival on the night of April 30th and into 
the early hours of May Day. An old tradition here is that young women 
who climb Arthurôs Seat and wash their faces in May Morning dew will 
always be beautiful! Thousands of motorbikes swarm into Hastings for 
the Mayday Run; Padstow holds a Hobby-Horse day and other Cornish 
towns have flower-boat festivals.  

Apparently ñMay basketsò of sweets or flowers used to be left 
anonymously on neighboursô doorsteps, a practice which seems to have 
died out. A lovely idea - why not reinstate this one?! 

Chris Payne 
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