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Editorial 

This edition of The Bridge takes a distinctly ñover the shoulderò look 
backwards at some past events and people associated with Busbridge. 
But first, and probably foremost, we would like to let readers know that 
Mark Alcock who has been our stalwart Treasurer for many years 
(seeing-off  a couple of editors) has decided to move on from the role 
and has handed the baton on to Sam Crossley who now takes up the 
role. Sam, an ex Naval Officer and recent resident of Busbridge along 
with his wife and 3 children, is also a qualified accountant and has 
experience operating at Finance Director level. I suspect that the 
editorial team can wave goodbye to their excessive end-of-year bonuses 
now! 

The editorial team would like to express their thanks, on behalf of 
readers and advertisers, for the work Mark has done for many years in 
dealing with the financial aspects of The Bridge and we welcome Sam 
on-board to pick up the reins. We would also invite any additional 
members of the Busbridge community to join the editorial team - please 
drop us a line if you would like to explore this further. 

We have a couple of articles on the ñoldò Busbridge choir and the 
Michiella dance school, both of which have photographs -  are you one 
of those in the photos? 

We also have an absorbing article on Busbridge Hall, based on a recent 
book ñThe History of Busbridge Hallò by local residents Philip and Sally 
Gorton. A copy of the book is available to view in Godalming Museum. 

Our series on the stained glass in the Church continues with a look at 
the window dedicated to Queen Bertha and her history. Canterbury 
Cathedral has a similar window dedication to Bertha but we suspect that 
the Busbridge one is the betteré 

Michael Stubbs is currently researching the church archives and we 
have a couple of snippets from them from summer 1914 just before the 
outbreak of war. We will include some additional extracts in future 
editions. 

If you have any photographs and/or any interesting information 
about Busbridge and its residents at the outbreak of the First World 
War, send them in to the address/email on page 31 for possible 

inclusion in the next edition. 

Editor 
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Busbridge Church Choir 

This photograph of Busbridge Church Choir is 
believed to have been taken by Elsa Megsan, on 
Easter Sunday 1953. It was donated to Godalming 
Museum by the family of the late Maureen Nyazai, 
and most people have been named by Maureen, 
Thelma Briggs (who is in the photo) and Jean Raper 
(whose husband and mother- in- law are in the 
photo). There are two unknown women, does 
anyone know they are, or have additional 

information or amendments? 

Back row: Brian Wood; Michael Studdert (son of Rector);  Roger Wastie;  
Rolf Whicker (Head of Hillside School, Busbridge);  Martin Wastie (of 
Lavender Cottage, Quartermile Road, Martin and Roger were sons of 
Arnold Wastie);  John Oxborough;  Graham Wood;  Walter Tyreman (of 
George Jones Ironmongers). 

2nd to back row: Derek Raper (of Minster Road);  Alistair Mackrill;  
Graham Beattie;  Bert Briggs (of Hascombe);  Tony Lawrence (of 
Munstead);  Mr Dickens (Gardener at Busbridge Hall);  Michael Whicker 
(one of Rolf Whicker's sons); Neville Man;  Colin Beattie. 

Middle Row: Mr Chapman (lived in Busbridge Lane);  Miss Bowles 
(worked in the Post Office in Brighton Road, which was run by the 
Worsfolds, lived in Park Road, her father was Gardener at Busbridge 
Hall);  Mrs Nichols (wife of Dr Nichols, Museum Curator, of Minster road);  
Thelma Briggs (wife of Bert);  Mrs Phyllis Young (wife of the Verger, lived 
opposite the church);  Lucy Tuckwell;  Brenda Black;  Diane Pratt;  Rene 
Dickens (daughter of Mr Dickens and later daughter in law of Mrs 
Nichols); Arnold Wastie (father of Roger and Martin);  Mrs Joyce Studdert 
(Rector's wife). 

Seated row: Capt. Arthur Walsh (Church Warden, of Heath Lane);  Anne 
Palmer;  unknown woman;  Gill Copley;  unknown woman;  
Archdeacon Austin de C Studdert (Rector);  Mr George Oliver (Organist 
and Choirmaster, of Duncombe Road);  Jill Cousins (Rayner);  Mrs Raper 
(mother of Derek);  Mrs Chapman;  Elizabeth Edwards (of Chalk Road, 
whose mother cleaned the church); Colonel Richmond Phillips (Church 
Warden, of Oakdene Road). 

Front row: Peter Mere;  Christopher Palmer (brother of Anne);  Michael 
Jarman. 

Jacky Beale 
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Godalming Quakers 

Godalming Quakers are celebrating the tercentenary of 
their Meeting House this year, though there have been 
Quakers in Godalming since 1655. There was no 
Meeting House in those early years of persecution and 
imprisonments, often leading to death. We will be 
remembering one such Friend, Thomas Patching, when 
we hold an open air Meeting for Worship at the Old 

Burial Ground in Binscombe Lane on 6th June on what was originally part 
of his farmyard. 

In 1698 Quaker Caleb Woods, Maltster, bought the Mill House, and later 
also the tenement, Goreways and outbuildings, in Mill Lane. In 1701 
John Cooper took a collection for a Meeting House and handed the 
money over to Caleb Woods. Friends later built the Meeting Room itself. 
We have a piece of carved wood that appears to be part of a door lintel 
with the words ñFriends Meeting House 1714ò. The first burial of Jane 
Chandler of Bramley is recorded in 1709. 

In 2014 Godalming Quaker 
Meetings are healthy and 
lively, though modern Friends 
being much changed from 
those redoubtable men and 
women who suffered so 
greatly for their faith. Our 
celebratory events can be 
found on our website - 
Godalming Quakers, link to 
Tercentenary Calendar, and 
include in May four 
Wednesday evening sessions 
entitled Quaker Quest, for those who would like to know more about 
Quakerism, June, an open air Meeting for Worship at Binscombe Burial 
Ground, July an exhibition in Godalming Museum on local Quaker 
Conscientious Objectors and the First World War, displays in September 
and October on Heritage Day at the Meeting House and Quaker Week at 
Godalming Library, also on Quakers and WW 1. Additional events may 
be added so please visit the Godalming Quaker website periodically. 

Ruth Martin 
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Queen Bertha 

Did you know that we have a stained glass saint 
in common with Canterbury cathedral? The final 
female saint in the stained glass windows of 
Busbridge church can be found near the back on 
the north side. Bertha was a Frankish princess, 
daughter of Charibert I, King of Paris. She was 
born in either 539 AD or 565 AD (accounts vary) 
and died about 612 AD. She had been brought up 
near Tours: perhaps that is one reason why we 
also have a window dedicated to St Martin 
(Bishop of Tours). 

Her marriage in about 580 AD to the pagan King 
Aethelberht of Kent was sanctioned by her family 
only on condition that she was allowed to 
continue practising her Christian faith. She 
brought her chaplain, Bishop Luihard, with her to 
King Aethelberhtôs palace, which was where the 
cathedral now stands. She restored the old 
Roman Christian mausoleum just up the hill, as 
her private chapel, which she dedicated to St 
Martin. This church, one of the oldest England, is 
still in use. Roman bricks can be seen in its walls.  

When Pope Gregory sent Augustine 
on a mission to preach the gospel in 
England in 596 AD, his relatively 
favourable reception was due at least 
in part to the influence of Queen 
Bertha. Eventually her husband the 
king declared himself to be a Christian 
and one tradition has it that he was 
baptised on Whitsunday 597 AD, the 
first English king to convert to 
Christianity. He gave up his palace to 
Augustine for the founding of a 
church, the site of the later cathedral. 
The Venerable Bede states that he 
was a fair ruler and the first English king to promulgate a code of law, 
though he did not force his subjects to become Christians. Both he and 
his wife won people over by their lives of justice and gentleness. 
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Perhaps Canterbury would have remained 
a small village instead of the worldwide 
Mother Church of the Anglican 
Communion had it not been for Queen 
Bertha! The modern Canterbury 
recognises her in a ñBertha Trailò marked 
by 14 bronze plaques between the 
cathedral and St Martinôs church and 
several statues of her, as well as images 
of her in the window glass of the 
cathedral.Pope Gregory apparently wrote 
to her in 601 AD, complimenting her on 
her faith and her literacy. 

No writings have survived nor any other 
physical evidence of her influence but 
both she and her husband were 
canonised for their part in establishing 
Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons. 
Records show that Aethelberht and Bertha 
had at least two children, Eadbald, who 
succeeded his father as King, though 
remaining pagan, and Aethelburga. 

This daughter was also canonised 
because she persuaded her 
husband, Edwin of Northumbria, to 
become a Christian. After his death 
she founded a convent at Lyminge 
and became its abbess. There is a 
collect mentioning Queen Bertha: 
ñGod our ruler and guide, we honour 
you for Queen Bertha and King 
Ethelbert of Kent who, gently 
persuaded by the truth of your 
Gospel, encouraged others by their 
godly example to follow freely the 
path of discipleship; and we pray 
that we, like them, may show the goodness of your Word, not only by our 
words, but in our lives; through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.ò 

Chris Payne 
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Caf® Mila Review #2 

We had not been to Cafe Mila before, deliberately 
avoiding what I assumed was another venue 
primarily targeting the ñbuggy brigadeò. The buggy 
park outside reinforces that perception - but this turns 
out to be a smart idea. By providing bike locks 
attached to a secure rail, buggies can be safely 
locked outside ïmeaning the cafe doesnôt get 
clogged up inside.  

Plenty of tables in the bright courtyard enable you to 
enjoy the Spring weather ï with blankets available for the less hardy. 
Better still, back inside the upstairs seating area is designated ñchild 
freeò!   

Saturday afternoon the place was buzzing so we secured a table before 
ordering at the counter. We took cakes back to the table and waited for 
our drinks to arrive. Given how busy it was they were delivered to our 
table surprisingly promptly by a friendly waitress. And they were good: 
Cappuccino was strong without being bitter with a good head of milk 
foam; Latte (thankfully in a cup not a glass) was smooth and creamy; 
ñbabycinoò came with a generous portion of mini marshmallows.  

Millionairesô shortbread would not have been my first choice, but this one 
was lovely - fresh crumbly shortbread, oozing caramel and a dark 
chocolate layer that cut through the sweetness. However, raspberry and 
chocolate cake was a little heavy and didnôt feature a great deal of either 
of the declared ingredients. Overall Ã10.50 felt like good value. 

Decor is eclectic but homely. Tables (with chairs, stools, or sofas and 
armchairs) had fresh flowers and other nice little touches. The walls 
were covered in framed photographs by local students, all for sale 
(though when I returned Tuesday for more shortbread the walls were 
bare). 

And by the door we noticed another nice touch, a basket of bread offcuts 
labelled ñfree duck foodò; unfortunately my daughter said I should have 
grown out of feeding the ducks by nowé 

Ken Normals 
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